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SALAMIS’E ATFEDILEN MAKEDON KRALI
BRONZLAR UZERINE BIR DEGERLENDIRME

Dinger Savas LENGER”

ABSTRACT

An Evaluation of the Macedonian Royal Bronze Coins Which
Have Been Attributed to Salamis

In the course of the archaeological excavations on Mount Nif (Olympos),
Izmir; conducted regularly from 2006 to 2010, eighty-one coins were discovered
in the necropolis of Karamattepe, which is thought to have been used between
the 4™ and early 3 century B.C. Thirty-five of these coins are autonomous city
coins from Ionia, Aiolis, Mysia and Karia, and forty-three of these coins are the
Macedonian issues from the period of Alexander III and Philip III. Three coins
could not be identified due to their poor condition. The Macedonian royal coins,
nearly all bronze, form 53 % of the total. The focus of this article is on the twenty
bronze coins of Philip III Arrhidaeus, a part of the Macedonian royal coin finds,
with a shield adorned with the Gorgon head on the obverse and a helmet and a
kerykeion on the left corner at the base on the reverse. These coins have been attri-
buted to Miletos(?) by K.Liampi and to the city of Salamis on Cyprus by M.J.Price.
But to date, neither from Salamis nor from the rest of the island have these coins
been encountered. The same is also true for the coin finds from the Sacred Way
excavations at Miletos and Didymaion. However, the iconographic connection
between the sixteen similar coins which were found in the Sardeis excavations, the
issues of Sardeis also analysed by Ashton, and the coinage of Miletos(?)/Salamis
may support the idea that these coins may have been struck in the city of Sardeis,
only 75 km. from Karamattepe. The quantity Macedonian royal coinage finds from
the Karamattepe necropolis is to be related to the presence of Macedonian military
forces in this region. In this context, the Late Classic-Early Hellenistic citadel
of Ballicaoluk, locally called “Kiz Kalesi”, and situated on a steep rocky hill to
the northwest of Karamattepe should be associated with the necropolis area. The
citadel has been strategically located in such a way as to overlook both the Torbali
Plain and the Karabel Pass, which links Sardeis to Ephesos and, at the same time
it would also have been used to protect the roads leading towards Smyrna during
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the Hellenistic Period. One unit and half unit bronze Macedonian coins which were
found in the necropolis area must be related to the salaries paid to the mercenaries.
As we know, the mercenaries employed, were paid in two different ways: Sitarchia,
siteresion, sitonion, the payment in money for provisions, and the opsonion, paid
after service has been rendered. These bronze coins are Sitarchia which were paid
at the beginning of the month, to enable the soldiers to meet their daily shopping
needs.
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OZET

Izmir ili sinirlari igerisinde yer alan Nif Dagi’'nda (Olympos) 2006 yilindan
beri diizenli yapilmakta olan arkeolojik kazilarda Karamattepe adiyla anilan mev-
kide M.O. TV. yiizy1l ve M.O. TII. yiizyihn ilk yaris1 boyunca kullanim gérdiigii
anlagilan nekropol alaninda 2006-2010 yillar1 arasinda seksen bir adet sikke ele
gecmistir. Bunlardan otuz bes sikke lonia, Aiolis, Mysia ve Karia bolgeleri oto-
nom kent, kirk ii¢ sikke ise III. Aleksandros ve III. Philippos donemi Makedon
darplaridir. Ug sikke ise kotii kondisyonlarindan dolayi teshis edilememistir.
Neredeyse tamami1 bronz olan Makedon krali darplar toplamin %53’iinii olusturur-
lar. Makedon krali darplarin i¢inde; 6n yiiziinde Gorgo basi bezemeli kalkan, arka
yiiziinde migfer ve sol alt kosede kerykeion yer alan III. Philippos (Arrhidaios)
darb1 yirmi bronz sikke ise makalenin konusunu olusturmaktadir. Bu sikkeler
K. Liampi tarafindan Miletos’a (?), M.J. Price tarafindan ise Kibris Adasi’ndaki
Salamis kentine atfedilmislerdir. Fakat s6z konusu sikkelere ne Salamis kentinde
ne de adanin geri kalaninda bugiine kadar rastlanmamigtir. Ayn1 durum, Miletos ve
Didymaion kutsal yol kazilar i¢in de gegerlidir. Buna karsin Sardeis kazilarinda
bulunan on alt1 benzer sikke ve R.H.J. Ashton tarafindan da gézlemlenen Sardeis
darplari ile Miletos?/Salamis darplari arasindaki ikonografik baglant1 sz konusu
sikkelerin Karamattepe’ye sadece 75 km uzaklikta olan Sardeis kentinde basilmig
olabileceklerini diistindiirmektedir. Kazisi siirdiiriilen Karamattepe nekropolii’nde
Makedon krali darplarinin yogun olarak bulunmalari, bolgedeki Makedon askeri
varhigi ile iligkilidir. Bu baglamda Karamattepe’nin kuzey batisinda, {i¢ yani sarp
kayalik bir tepe iizerine kurulu olan, yore halkinin “Kiz Kalesi” olarak da adlan-
dirdig1 Ballicaoluk’taki Ge¢ Klasik — Erken Hellenistik donemlere tarihlenen kale,
Karamattepe’deki nekropol alaniyla baglantili olarak degerlendirilmelidir. Kale,
Torbali Ovasi’na ve Sardeis’i Ephesos’a baglayan Karabel Gecidi’ne giden yola
hakim konumdadir ve ayni zamanda Hellenistik Donem’de Smyrna’ya ulagan
yollarin korunmasinda da kullanilmis olmalidir. Nekropol alaninda bulunan iinite
ve yarim linite degerindeki Makedon bronz sikkelerin parali askerlere yapilan
odemelerle iligkili oldugu disiiniilmektedir. Bilindigi tizere askerlere pesin 6denen
erzak karsilig1 bedel sitarkhia, siteresion, sitonion ve hizmet sonras1 ddenen opso-
nion seklinde iki ayr1 6deme yapilmaktadir. S6z konusu bronz sikkeler, aybaginda
askerlerin aligverislerinde giindelik ihtiyaclarini karsilamak iizere 6dendigi bilinen
sitarkhia’dir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Nif, Karamattepe, Sikke, Makedon, Sardeis, Salamis



