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Yeni Bulgular Isiginda Kaunos’a Atfedilen
Makedon Krali Darplari

Dinger Savas LENGER*

Nif Dag1 (Olympos), Izmir Kérfezinin dogusunda, Kemalpasa, Torbali ve Buca ilcelerinin ortak si-
nirinda yer almaktadir. Kuzeyinde Kemalpasa Ovasi, dogusunda Smyrna ile Sardeis arasindaki yolu
Kaystros Vadisine (Kiciik Menderes) baglayan ve Nif Dagrni Mahmut Dag: (Drakon) - Bozdaglar
(Tmolos) silsilesinden ayiran Karabel Gegidi, giineyinde ise Torbalt Ovast yer alir!.

Nif Dagrnda arkeolojik arastirmalar 1999-2001 yillar1 arasinda Prof. Dr. Elif Tul Tulunay
baskanliginda gerceklestirilen inceleme gezileriyle baslamistir?. 2004-2005 yillarindaki yiizey
arastirmalarint® takiben 2006 yilindan beri ise “Nif Dag1 Arastirma ve Kazt Projesi” kapsaminda
Karamattepe, Ballicaoluk, Dagkizilca ve Bagpinar mevkilerinde arkeolojik kazilar yapilmaktadir®.

Karamattepe'de yer alan ge¢ Klasik - erken Hellenistik dénemlere tarihlenen nekropol alaninda,
2006-2010 yillar1 arasinda ¢l glimiis, yetmis sekizi bronz, toplam seksen bir adet sikke ele geg-
mistir>. Bunlardan otuz besi dort farkli bolgeden, on altt kentin otonom datbt olup®, toplamda %
43’lik bir orana sahiptir. Kirk t¢ sikke ise II1. Aleksandros ve I11. Philippos (Arrhidaios) dénemi
Makedon krali darb1 olup tiim sikkelerin % 53’ini olusturur. Teshis edilemeyen ¢ sikke ise, geri
kalanin % 4’inii teskil eder. IT1. Aleksandros donemine tarihlenen Sardeis darbi giimiis drahmi’ ve
nerede basildigt anlasilamayan, Antik Dénem’den kalma sahte tetradrahmi pargast disindaki toplam
kirk bir krali sikke ise bronzdandir. I¢lerinden ikisi ITI. Aleksandros, otuz dokuzu ise I11. Philippos
déneminde bastlmuistir. Eski literattrde “anonins” olarak adlandirilan 6n yizinde kalkan, arka yi-
ziinde B A lejand1 ve migfer bulunan I11. Philippos darplarinin sayist ise otuz bestir®.
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Abstract

Macedonian Royal Coinage Attributed to Kaunos in the Light of
New Evidence

Mount Nif (Olympos) is located at the junction where the administrative borders of the Kemalpasa,
Torbali and Buca districts of Izmir province meet to the east of the Gulf of Izmir. Archaeological
excavations have been conducted at the Karamattepe, Ballicaoluk, Dagkizilca and Bagpinar areas
within the scope of Mount Nif Surveys and Excavations Project since 2006.

Excavations between 2006 and 2010 under the direction of Elif Tul Tuliinay at Karamattepe
necropolis, which dates to the Late Classical - Early Hellenistic period, have brought to light 81
coins, three of which are silver and the rest being bronze. Of these 81 coins, 35 are autonomous
coins of 16 cities in four regions, while 43 are Macedonian royal coins minted jointly by Alexander
11T and Philippos 111 (Arrhidaios). The latter constitute 53% of the group. Except for two coins
of Alexander I11, all the other royal coins are of bronze and were struck during the reign of

Philippos I11.

Among the Macedonian coins the largest group of 20 coins have a shield decorated with a
Gorgo head on the obverse and a helmet with a legend of BA and a kerykeion on the reverse. These
coins were attributed to Miletus by Liampi and to Salamis by Price, but most likely should belong to
Sardis. The second largest group (31%) comprises 13 coins attributed to “Karia?” and “Asia Minot”
by Liampi; to Miletus by Thompson; Miletus, “Miletus or Mylasa” and Asia Minor by Price; and
finally to Kaunos by Ashton. The reason for Ashton’s suggestion that Kaunos was their mint is the
high number of these coins at the Fethiye Museum.

After the surveys of 1989-1993 in the Gulf of Gékova when the six coins attributed to Kaunos
were found, such coins were found for the first time in the excavations at Mount Nif in Ionia, about
270 km. north of Kaunos. Of the Macedonian coins uncovered at the Karamattepe necropolis, 24
(57%) were minted at Sardis. Those attributed to Kaunos are 13 in number (31%) and constitute the
second largest group. Lesser are two coins (5%) of Macedon, two coins (5%) of Asia Minor mintage
and one coin (2%) of the Kyme mint. Finds show that, although they are found in remarkable num-
bers at Fethiye Museum, it is highly likely that the coins attributed to Miletus, “Miletus or Mylasa”
and “Asia Minot” by Price and to Kaunos by Ashton, or at least some of them, may have been
struck at Miletus or Mylasa.
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